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Ponce De Leon Foundation Awards $20,000 to Brooklyn Children’s 
Museum 

— The grant will support BCM’s Cultural Festivals in 2026 — 
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(Brooklyn, NY) – Brooklyn Children’s Museum (BCM) has been awarded a $20,000 grant by the Ponce 
De Leon Foundation to support the institution’s widely attended cultural festivals, presented annually 
for children and families throughout the year. 
 
BCM’s diverse and enriching festivals celebrate an array of holidays and the cultural heritage of 
Brooklyn’s diverse communities, and have included celebrations of Kwanzaa, Eid al-Fitr, Holi, Lunar New 
Year, Día de los Muertos , Tu BiShvat, Indigenous Peoples’ Day, and more. 
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Cultural festivals at BCM invite families across Brooklyn and the New York metro area to enjoy special 
performances, art-making, storytelling, and foods from around the world. Attendees are able to learn 
about the different cultural traditions of their neighbors and celebrate those of their own family 
together with the wider community. 
 
“We love to celebrate Brooklyn’s families by uplifting their rich traditions through artistic activations and 
partnerships with other community-based organizations,” said Atiba T. Edwards, President and CEO of 
Brooklyn Children’s Museum. “We are so grateful to the Ponce De Leon Foundation for its generous 
support, which enables BCM to create these joyful opportunities for children to learn about their 
world.” 
 
“The Cultural Festivals at Brooklyn Children’s Museum create meaningful opportunities for children and 
families to connect across cultures and generations. Ponce De Leon Foundation is pleased to support 
this work and to help ensure that young people can experience the richness of global traditions in an 
environment that is welcoming, educational, and fun,” said Madeline V. Marquez, Executive Director of 
the Ponce De Leon Foundation. 
 
About Brooklyn Children’s Museum 
Inspired by the energy and diversity of our borough, Brooklyn Children’s Museum creates experiences 
that ignite curiosity, celebrate identity and cultivate joyful learning. Founded in 1899 as the world’s first 
children’s museum, Brooklyn Children’s Museum is New York City’s largest cultural institution designed 
especially for families. Proudly based in Crown Heights, Brooklyn, BCM serves 300,000 children and 
caregivers annually with exhibits and programs grounded in visual arts, music and performance, natural 
science, and world cultures. For more information, visit: www.brooklynkids.org. 
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