FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
November 28, 2025
Contact: Maya Reyes Bellavia, maya@anatgerstein.com, 347-907-0568

Brooklyn Children’s Museum Awarded $49,500 by the New
York State Council on the Arts
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Children participating in Sufi drumming workshop at Celebrate Eid 2024 (Photo credit: Winston Williams)

(Brooklyn, NY) — Brooklyn Children’s Museum (BCM) announces a grant award totaling
$49,500 for general operating support from the New York State Council on the Arts (NYSCA).

The grant will help fund BCM’s many community offerings, including its exhibits, festivals, and
programs.
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BCM’s permanent and visiting exhibits invite children to imagine, create, and explore through
sensory-rich, interdisciplinary environments that promote powerful learning through play.
Brooklyn Children’s Museum’s newest offering, Empire Skate of Mind, revives the spirit of the

borough’s roller disco past for today’s children and families with a rooftop roller rink, open until
April 12, 2026.

The Museum’s diverse and enriching cultural festivals celebrate an array of traditions. Up next
is Celebrate Kwanzaa, a week-long festival taking place from Friday, December 26 through

Tuesday, December 30. Other annual celebrations include Eid al-Fitr, Holi, Lunar New Year, Dia
de los Muertos, Tu BiShvat, and Black History Month with Black Future Festival. Cultural
festivals at BCM invite families across Brooklyn and the New York metro area to experience

special performances, traditions, art, and food from around the world and right here in New
York.

Educational programs at BCM include: Field trips for school groups to spark curiosity and
deepen classroom learning; ColorLab, BCM’s drop-in art studio where children and caregivers
explore visual arts through the work of Black artists; and Nature’s Engineers, BCM’s STEM

makerspace for hands-on learning and fun experimentation in the natural sciences.

“We are tremendously thankful to the New York State Council on the Arts for its generous and
continued support,” said Atiba T. Edwards, President and CEO of Brooklyn Children’s Museum.
“NYSCA’s funding award is more than an investment in our institution, it’s an investment in the
families we serve. With NYSCA'’s partnership, we can continue expanding access and
opportunities for Brooklyn’s children to play, create, and learn in ways that nurture their
confidence and curiosity.”

“New York’s arts and culture sector is a cornerstone of the state’s identity, and we're
making bold investments to ensure it remains strong,” Governor Hochul said. “These
grants will lift up artists and organizations in every region, fueling local economies and
expanding access to the arts. Congratulations to all the grantees — your talent and
dedication help power New York’s future.”

New York State Council on the Arts Executive Director Erika Mallin said, “During these
challenging times, the New York State Council on the Arts has been a stalwart and innovative
funder. These grants will serve artists and organizations in every region and county, fueling our
economy and serving our communities. We know this support isn’t just an investment in the
arts; it’s an investment in New York’s future. Congratulations to Brooklyn Children’s Museum
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and thank you for your perseverance, your creativity, and your tireless service to New York
State.”

New York State Council on the Arts Chair Patrick Willingham said, “With the unwavering
support of Governor Hochul and our Legislature, the Council is proud to congratulate this year’s
grantees, whose collective efforts strengthen and benefit us all. | also want to recognize the
work of NYSCA's panelists, staff, and the entire Council, whose dedication has ensured that this
critical support will reach every corner of New York State.”

About the New York State Council on the Arts
The mission of the New York State Council on the Arts is to foster and advance the full breadth

of New York State’s arts, culture, and creativity for all. To support the ongoing recovery of the
arts across New York State, the Council on the Arts will award over $161 million in FY 2026,
serving organizations and artists across all 10 state regions. The Council on the Arts further
advances New York's creative culture by convening leaders in the field and providing
organizational and professional development opportunities and informational resources.
Created by Governor Nelson Rockefeller in 1960 and continued with the support of Governor
Kathy Hochul and the New York State Legislature, the Council is an agency that is part of the
Executive Branch. For more information on NYSCA, please visit arts.ny.gov, and follow NYSCA's
Facebook page, on X @NYSCArts and Instagram @NYSCouncilontheArts.

About Brooklyn Children’s Museum

Inspired by the energy and diversity of our borough, Brooklyn Children’s Museum creates
experiences that ignite curiosity, celebrate identity and cultivate joyful learning. Founded in
1899 as the world’s first children’s museum, Brooklyn Children’s Museum is New York City’s
largest cultural institution designed especially for families. Proudly based in Crown Heights,
Brooklyn, BCM serves 300,000 children and caregivers annually with exhibits and programs
grounded in visual arts, music and performance, natural science, and world cultures. For more
information, visit: www.brooklynkids.org.
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