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Brooklyn Children’s Museum

School Adventure Program

DISCOVER THE WORLD, DISCOVER BROOKLYN!
Pre-visit and Post-visit Activities

Dear Teacher,

We are excited about your upcoming visit to the Brooklyn Children’s Museum, the world’s first museum for children! We are looking forward to working with you and your students during your visit. The enclosed pre/post visit materials are provided to help you prepare your students for participating in and getting the most out of the workshop. It includes learning concepts, vocabulary, discussion questions and activities that you can use as an introduction to Discover the World, Discover Brooklyn! program. In addition, we have included post-visit activities that will help you to reinforce and extend the learning back in the classroom.

If you have any questions about our visit or these materials, please contact Reservations at ext. 118.  We look forward to working with you! 

	The World at Our Feet: Journey to New York City

Students explore the past and present of New York City’s migrant and immigrant communities through storytelling, photographs, and artifacts from the Museum’s collection. They discover the cultures and neighborhoods that make the City one of the most diverse regions in the world. To strengthen their own cultural identities, students learn to situate their stories and experiences within the context of a larger community.

Meets Social Studies, Arts, & Language Arts standards.

During the program your students will:

1. Explore how and why immigrants came to the United States

2. Discover the challenges of adapting to a new place/country, while maintaining the traditions and values of one’s home land/country 
3. Explore the idea of diversity and how migrants/immigrants have contributed to cultural diversity in our own neighborhoods
Learning Components

1. Explore and share personal thoughts and feelings about the migrant/immigrant experience 

2. Listen and share information in a respectful manner

3. Investigate Collection object in context 

Vocabulary Words

Ancestors: All people in a family who live or have lived before one’s birth

Anthropologist: A person who studies people and their ancestors through time and space and in relation to physical character,

                            environmental and social relations, and culture
Artifacts: Objects that are used or created by people

Community: A group of people living in the same locality who may have common interests

Culture: The art, practices, languages, and belief systems of a group of people 

Diverse/Diversity: The difference between people due to age, religion, ethnicity, gender, and so on

Immigration: The process of moving from one country to another to live

Migration: To move from one part of a country, place or locality to another

Neighborhood: A district or area with distinctive characteristics

Tradition: The passing down of elements or customs of a culture from generation to generation

Discussion Questions

Who are migrants and immigrants? What are some reasons why people move from one place to another? What are some challenges people might face when they arrive at their new home? How do migrants and immigrants change the community they join? 

It is important that students have considered their cultural heritage and explored early immigration and settlement in the United States. Topics such as the history of Native Americans and African American history are also very relevant to the fabric of migration and immigration in America. Students should have been introduced to the terms immigrant and migrant prior to visiting the museum. 




	Pre-Visit Activities:

1. Personal Object Share

This activity can be done in one day or over the course of a week. Have each student bring in a personal object from home to share

with the class. Ask the students to place the object in a large box when they enter the room at the beginning of the day (this is so no one recognizes other students’ objects). Have each student to choose one object (that is not their own) from the collection. Ask students to use their senses to observe and speculate about the use or significance of the object. Then ask students to one by one share their thoughts (this can be done in small groups as well). The owner of the object then shares more information about the object. Discussion Questions may include: What are the most helpful techniques to study the object? How does it feel to have someone else talking about your object? How did you feel when they said something that was not accurate or true? How might this activity help us better understand how people study other cultures? Is the object a primary or secondary source?
2. Found Poetry

Introduce the word “America” and have each student think of one word that they think of when they hear “America.” Write each word down on the board for the class to see. Then have students work in cooperative groups to create a poem, using the words on the board.
3. What’s in a Name? 

Ask students to do a little background research on their name. Names can carry many fascinating stories that can have family, cultural, religious, or political connotations. Have students record their findings (through art or written works) and share them with the class as a presentation or wall posting.



	Extend the Learning: 

1. Storytelling Through Images

This activity may be a continuation of the museum program or as a separate activity all together. Students may choose to adapt aspects of their own lives or families or wish to borrow from other sources. Begin with a review of the museum objects and discussion of the many reasons why people move from one place to another. Pass out a triptych template (large rectangular sheet folded in thirds). There are usually three main parts to each immigrant/migrant’s story. What might they be? (Their life before, the actual journey, and the new life) Students may want to use a variety of materials, such as magazine images or newspaper clippings. 
· Section 1: How was life before you moved? Where did you live? What kind of environment? What kind of factors were involved in your move?  Were you leaving because of the situation or going to one (push or pull)?

· Section 2: How did you find your way to NYC? Did anything happen along the way? 

· Section 3: What happened once you arrived to NYC? Where did you make your new home? 

Encourage students to include text as well to help tell their story. Consider the many different experiences that immigrants and migrants might face, even things that we did not discuss as a class. This is an activity to encourage students to reflect on their own experiences and understanding, while using their imagination to engage with the immigrant/migrant experience in a personal way.
2. Make a Multicultural Recipe Book

A great introduction story to this activity is Everybody Bakes Bread, by Norah Dooley. This book includes recipes that can be used as examples. Consider how many people who settled in NYC brought with them their customs and traditions of preparing and making different kinds of meals. Recall visit to World Brooklyn exhibit, where students saw models of restaurants and stores from around Brooklyn, representing cultures from around the world. Brainstorm with the class all the different local restaurants in their area that serve ethnic foods. 
Explain that the class is going to make a collaborative recipe book. You may want to bring in an example of a recipe book for the students to look through and create templates for them to complete (for example, a recipe template, a photograph or picture template where students can draw or paste a picture of the dish or a family member making the dish, or a template for a brief biography of the family member). After compiling students’ pages, produce copies for each student to take home. A follow up can also be a special party when students and parents bring in their dishes.
3. Oral History Project

Reinforce the concept of a tradition being passed down through generations described in the museum visit. Oral histories are unique and irreplaceable primary sources that are preserved through generations within a particular culture. Encourage students to engage 

with contemporary immigrant/migrant experiences introduced during their museum visit and enforce the concept that each person has his or her own unique story. Not every person who comes from the same country or city has the same experience. Students can practice skills to conduct oral interviews in the classroom and as a group come up with key questions that they are interested in. Students then find a person to interview—this can be a family member, neighbor, friend, classmate, teacher, etc. Students may also research a person in history.




ADDITIONAL READINGS

For teachers

America Begins in New York. The Peopling of New York: A Teacher’s Resource Manual on Immigration

 New York City 100 Collaborative Project. 

The New-York Historical Society and the Board of Education of the City of New York 2000

Do People Grow on Family Trees?: Genealogy for Kids and Other Beginners
Wolfman, Ira

Workman Publishing 1991

In Motion: The African American Experience

http://www.inmotionaame.org/home.cfm

Kids Discover: Immigration
Kids Discover 1988

Library of Congress: Immigration

http://rs6.loc.gov/learn/features/immig/introduction.html

PBS: The New Americans

http://www.pbs.org/independentlens/newamericans

For students

The Great Migration: An American Story

Lawrence, Jacob

Harpercollins 1993

The Keeping Quilt

Polacco, Patricia

Simon & Schuster 1988

What Was It Like, Grandma? Grandma Esther Remembers
…Grandma Lois Remembers

…Grandma Francisca Remembers

…Grandma Lai Goon Remembers 

…Grandma Hekmatt Remembers

…Grandma Susan Remembers

…Grandma Maxine Remembers

Morris, Ann

Millbrook Press 2002

PORTABLE COLLECTION SUITCASES – A Museum In Your Classroom, Rented from BCM
· New York 100 Years Ago - From school and work to domestic chores and leisure pursuits, the 20 objects in this case give students an idea of what life was like in New York around 1900. The case includes artifacts, teacher's guide, books, and photographs. Grades 2-5
Rental is $85 for two weeks (delivery and pickup in NYC is included). Contact our Scheduling Secretary at (718) 735-4400, x118 for more rental information.

