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Brooklyn Children’s Museum

School Adventure Program

Celebrate Carnival
Pre-visit and Post-visit Activities

Dear Teacher,

Thank you for inviting Brooklyn Children’s Museum, the world’s first museum for children, into your classroom. We are looking forward to working with you and your students during our upcoming visit. The enclosed pre/post visit materials are provided to help you prepare your students for participating in and getting the most out of the workshop. They include learning concepts, vocabulary, discussion questions and activities that you can use before your introduction to Celebrate Carnival program. In addition, we have included post-visit activities that will help you reinforce and extend the learning afterwards.

If you have any questions about our visit or these materials, please contact Reservations at ext. 118.  We look forward to working with you! 

	Celebrate Carnival: 
Explore the rich sights and sounds of the Caribbean!  Students explore the diversity of the Caribbean through a visit to World Brooklyn, an exhibition celebrating the borough’s multiculturalism.  Students learn the magnificent traditions of the Caribbean while celebrating the diversity of these island nations. Examine objects from the museum’s collection. Embark on a journey with us as we discover Moko Jumbie stories, Calypso music, and design our own Carnival headdress to take back to school. 

Meets Social Studies, Arts, & English Language Arts education standards.

During the program your students will:

1. Investigate traditions and culture of the Caribbean.
2. Discover some similarities and differences in the islands of the Caribbean.
3. Explore music traditions such as Calypso and stilt dancing 
Learning Components

1. Listen and share information in a respectful manner

2. Investigate Collection objects in context 
3. Discover the creative process by making choices of design and aesthetics that will support their      personal narration
Vocabulary Words 

Carnival Masquerade- a party, dance, or other festive gathering of persons wearing masks and other disguises, and often elegant, fantastic costumes. 

Calypso- a style of Afro-Caribbean music that originated in Trinidad and Tobago from African and European roots.
Stilts- two poles, each with a support for the foot at some distance above the bottom end, enabling the wearer to walk with his or her feet above the ground.

Moko Jumbie- is a stilts walker or dancer. The origin of the term may come from "Moko" (a possible reference to an African god) and "jumbi", a West Indian term for a ghost or spirit that may have been derived from the Kongo language word zumbi. The Moko Jumbies are thought to originate from West African tradition brought to the Caribbean. A Moko Jumbie character may wear colorful garb and carnival masks. They also frequent festivals and celebrations such as Caribbean Carnival.
Discussion Questions

How has carnival influenced the cultural vibrancy of the Caribbean? The 30 island nations have many similarities and also many distinctive features like music, language, and food. There are traditions that have roots in Africa and have influenced the culture of the nations of the Caribbean. What is Moko Jumbie? How can a costume transform a person during a masquerade? Why does the Caribbean celebrate Carnival?


	Pre-Visit Activities

1. Seashell Necklace
The islands in the Caribbean have a wealth of sea life in the ocean and on the beaches. 
Have your students choose a favorite shell to use for a trendy and wearable necklace. Using colored wire (found at craft stores), wrap the shell with the wire about six times so the wire acts as a frame for the shell. Finish by forming a loop with the wire on the top of the shell and wrap the wire around the base of the loop to secure the loop. Cut the excess wire with a scissor or wire cutter. String the shell onto a piece of colored string or leather and wear.
2. Palm Tree
Have your students paint a paper towel roll brown with poster paint. Allow it to dry. Have your students cut green construction paper into palm tree leaf shapes. Glue onto the top of the palm tree trunk. Use three small, inflated balloons for coconuts and glue onto the top of the tree leaves. "Plant" the tree into a clay pot filled with sand or soil.
  3. Bongo Drum 
Use your bongo drum to create different sounds with your fingertips or with the palm and heel of your hand.
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​Caribbean bongo drum
What You'll Need: 

· Oatmeal carton

· Construction paper

· Blunt scissors

· Markers

· Craft glue

· Ribbon

Step 1: Cut a piece of construction paper to fit around an oatmeal carton. Draw a picture of palm trees on the paper for a Caribbean design.

Step 2: Wrap the paper around the oatmeal carton with the design facing out. Glue it in place.

Step 3: To make a strap, have an adult poke a hole in each side of the carton near the top. Remove the lid. Cut a long piece of ribbon. Thread the ends through each hole and tie a double knot in each end. Put the lid back on the carton.

Step 4: Place the strap over your shoulders, and march around while you beat a rhythm on the lid. 




	Extend the Learning

1. Caribbean Parade
· The Caribbean consists of 30 island nations. Make your own Caribbean Parade in your classroom. Create flags for each island. 
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  Anguilla (British overseas territory)
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 Antigua and Barbuda
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 Aruba (Kingdom of the Netherlands)
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 Bahamas
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 Barbados
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 Bonaire (special municipality of the Netherlands)
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 British Virgin Islands (British overseas territory)
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 Cayman Islands (British overseas territory)
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 Cuba
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 Curaçao (Kingdom of the Netherlands)
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 Dominica
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 Dominican Republic
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 Grenada
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 Guadeloupe (overseas department of France) 
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 Haiti
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 Jamaica
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 Martinique (overseas department of France)
[image: image20.png]


 Montserrat (British overseas territory)
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 Puerto Rico (commonwealth of the United States)
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 Saba (special municipality of the Netherlands)
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 Saint Barthélemy (overseas collectivity of France)
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 Saint Kitts and Nevis
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 Saint Lucia
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 Saint Martin (overseas collectivity of France)
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 Saint Vincent and the Grenadines
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 Sint Eustatius (special municipality of the Netherlands)
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 Sint Maarten (Kingdom of the Netherlands)
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 Trinidad and Tobago
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 Turks and Caicos Islands (British overseas territory)
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 United States Virgin Islands (territory of the United States)
· You can use poster board and paint, or markers and construction paper. 
· Make sure you have a large map of the Caribbean


· Play some great music like: Reggae, Calypso, Soca, Salsa, Zouk, Dancehall, Steel Pan, Bata, Merengue, Latin Rap or Reggaeton. Parade around your class, school or even your neighborhood.

2.  Rubber Band Zither

What You'll Need:
· Shoe box with lid

· Scissors

· Corrugated cardboard

· Craft glue

· Rubber bands

· Markers 

Step 1: With an adult's help, cut a 4-inch-square hole in the lid of a shoe box.

Step 2: Cut two 1x4 1/2-inch pieces from the corrugated cardboard. Cut a zigzag edge on each piece, creating cardboard "combs."

Step 3: Glue one comb to one side of the square hole, and glue the other comb slightly angled from the square on the other side. Let the glue set overnight.

Step 4: Decorate the shoe box with markers.

Step 5: Stretch rubber bands from the teeth of one comb to the teeth of the other on the shoe box lid. Put the lid on the box. Pluck the rubber bands to play your zither.
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3. Field Trip 
El Museo del Barrio is the preeminent forum and resource in the U.S. dedicated to Caribbean, Latino, and Latin American art. The museum cares for a diverse, 6,500-object Permanent Collection of Caribbean, Latino and Latin American art, unique in the United States. 
1230 Fifth Avenue (at 104th Street) 
New York NY 10029
www.elmuseo.org



	


ADDITIONAL READINGS

For teachers:
A Brief History of the Caribbean: From the Arawak and Carib to the Present 

Jan Rogonzinski (Author) 
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For students:
Under the Moon & Over the Sea: A Collection of Caribbean Poems
John Agard (Author)
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Kamal Goes to Trinidad (Children Return to their Roots) 

Malcolm Fredrick (Author), Prodeepta Das (Illustrator) 
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